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tain any such proposals, on the understanding that His
Britannic Majesty's Government will agree to entertain the
suggestions that the Government of the French Republic
may have to make to them with a view of introducing simi-
lar reforms in Morocco,
Art. III. The two governments agree that a certain ex-
tent of Moorish territory adjacent to Melilla, Ceuta, and
other presides should, whenever the Sultan ceases to exercise
authority over it, come within the sphere of influence of Spain
and the administration of the coast from Melilla as far
as, but not including, the heights on the right bank of the
Sebou shall be entrusted to Spain.
Nevertheless, Spain would . . . have to undertake not
to alienate the whole, or a part, of the territories placed
under her authority or in her sphere of influence.104
It is curious to note how casually Viscount Grey and
M. Poincare speak of these secret articles contemplating the
partition of Morocco and seek to minimize their importance.
Grey says the agreement with France "was all made public
except a clause or two of no importance." 105 It is charac-
teristic of his psychology that when he has to deal with
something disagreeable or repugnant, which does not fit in
with his conception of things, he rationalizes it into think-
ing it "of no importance." 106 M. Poincare likewise speaks
of the secret Moroccan arrangement as destined to remain
"temporarily" secret.107
Upon the announcement of the public articles, the Span-
ish professed to be furious: they had not been consulted;
they had been treated as quantite negligeable; this humilia-
 104	gee note 90 above.
 105	Twenty-Five Years, I, 49.
 106	So, for Instance, in explaining the omission from the report of
his speech • in Parliament on Aug. 3, 1914, of the last sentence in his
1912 note to Paul  Cambon,  Grey says, "Perhaps .1 thought the last
sentence unimportant"; ibid., II, 17.   Similarly he continually seeks to
minimize the political importance of the vital naval and military "con-
versations" carried on with France in the following years.
 107	An Service de la France, 1,107.

